TASKS OF THE CONFERENCE

Statement Made at the Conference

of Three Foreign Ministers

June 25, 1947

' Yesterday M. Bidault stated the position of the French
Government in respect to the tasks of this conference,
Mr. Bevin expressed his general agreement with this posi-
tion. I consider it necessa'ry, therefore, to set forth the
view of the Soviet Government.
As is known, the Paris conference was called in con-
nection with the speech delivered by the U.S. Secretary of
Slate, Mr, Marshall, at Harvard University on June 5.
In this speech Mr. Marshall expressed apprehensions
with regard to the economic conditions prevailing in the
European countries following the second world war. He
pointed to the grave consequences of the war, which caused
immense losses in manpower and the destruction of
towns, factories, mines and railways, and he pointed also
to the postwar difficulties in the economic life of the
European countries. He observed that the quantity of com-
modities now being produced is inadequate, that there are
shortages of food, raw materials and fuel, and that machin-
ery has become badly worn out, especially in the years
of war. Noting that the requirements of certain European
countries in food and other necessities, now being received
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